
 
 

 
 

About the National Vitiligo Foundation 
 

Foundation History 
The National Vitiligo Foundation was conceived in September 1985 by Allen Locklin, a vitiligo patient who became 
frustrated with the lack of information for vitiligo patients, to fund research in pursuit of a cure for the disease. The 
foundation operated out of Tyler, Texas until 2006 when Dr. Raymond Boissy, Ph.D. assumed the presidency and 
moved the foundation to Cincinnati, Ohio.  
 
Since its inception, the foundation has raised more than $1.5 million in research. Donations to the foundation are 
made primarily by its patient members. 
 
National Vitiligo Foundation Mission 
The National Vitiligo Foundation is devoted to increasing public awareness of the disease; advocating for patients 
with the disease; and supporting basic scientific and clinical research on the disease. 
 
Foundation Objectives 

− To locate, inform and counsel vitiligo patients and their families  
− To increase public awareness and concern for the vitiligo patient  
− To broaden the concern for the patient within the medical community  
− To encourage, promote and fund increased scientific and clinical research on the cause, treatment and 

ultimate cure of vitiligo  
 
President 
Raymond E. Boissy, Ph.D. 
 
National Scientific/Medical Advisory Board 

− Jean Bolognia, M.D., Yale Univ School of Med, New Haven, CT 
− Ronald S. Davis, M.D., Tulane Univ School of Med, New Orleans, LA 
− Rebat M. Halder, M.D., Howard Univ, Washington, D.C. 
− Sancy Leachman, M.D., Ph.D., Univ of Utah Huntsman Cancer Inst, Salt Lake City, UT 
− Henry W. Lim, M.D., Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI 
− David Norris, M.D., Univ of Colorado Health Sciences Ctr, Denver, CO 
− Maria L. Wei, M.D., Ph.D., Univ of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA 

 
International Advisory Board 

− Seung Hyung Hann, M.D., Ph.D., Yonsei Univ College of Med, Seoul, Korea 
− Prasad Kumarasinghe, M.D., National Skin Centre, Singapore 
− J. Hermenio C. Lima, M.D., D.Sc., Univ Federal do Parana, Curitiba, Brazil 
− Jean-Paul Ortonne, M.D., Hospital Pasteur, Nice, France 
− Mauro Picardo, M.D., Inst Dermatologico San Gallicano, Rome, Italy 
− Neil Shear, M.D., Univ of Toronto, Canada 
− Kousihik Lahiri, M.D., Apollo Gleneagles Hospitals, Kolkata, India  

 
National Vitiligo Foundation Research Advancements 
During its 24 year history, the National Vitiligo Foundation has awarded nearly $1.5 million in research grants to 
21 different investigators at 18 various academic institutes. These research projects have focused on the cause of 
the selective melanocyte destruction by the immune system, environmental toxins and/or genes. In addition, 
several clinical studies and investigations of animal models for vitiligo have also been supported by the foundation 
grants. Of significance, several of the recipients of these grants have gone on to developed research programs 
that have subsequently achieved larger grant funds from the National Institutes of Health to further examine the 
cause, treatment and ultimate cure of vitiligo.   
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